CHAPTER XV
THE BATTLE OF MANILA BAY

MANILA BAY is a spacious hody of water open-
ing out from a narrow entrance between high head-
lands and expanding toward a low-lying country until
it has a navigable breadth of over twenty miles. On
either side of the inlet are high volcanic peaks densely
covered with tropical foliage, while in the passage
itself lie several islands. The principal islands, Cor-
regidor and Caballo, divide this entrance into two
channels., known as Boca Grande, the great mouth,
and Boca Chira, the little mouth.

Boca Chica has a width of two miles, while Boca
Grande would have double this if it were not for the
small island of El Fraile, This, being some distance
off the main-land, practically reduces the breadth of
Boca Grande to about three miles. Corregidor and
Caballo are high and rocky, effectually commanding
both entrances, while Kl Krailc, though smaller* is
large enough to be well fortified and to aid in the
defence of the broader channel.

No doubt the position is a strong one for defen-
sive batteries, but the Spaniards, in keeping with
their weakness for procrastination, had delayed for-
tifying the three islands until war appeared inevi- were ready to obey. But Consul Williams,
